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SUBJECT: ASSISTANT SECRETARY BENNET LUNCHES WITH 

GHANAIAN AMBASSADOR 

REF: A) ACCRA 5349; B) ACCRA 5401 

1 . ON JULY 6, ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
RELATIONS BENNET LUNCHED WITH GHANAIAN AMBASSADOR QUAISON- 
SACKEY ACCOMPANIED BY CONSUL GENERAL B. K. NKITSIAH FROM 
NEW YORK. LUNCH HAD BEEN ARRANGED WELL BEFOREHAND, AT 
QUAISON-SACKEY'S SUGGESTION, TO DISCUSS U.S. CONSTITUTION 
WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO GHANA'S RETURN TO CIVILIAN 
RULE. HOWEVER, THE OCCASION PROVIDED AN EXCELLENT 
OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS OUR VIEWS ON GHANAIAN POLICY 
FOLLOWING ACHEAMPONG'S RESIGNATION. 

2. BENNET MADE THREE POINTS. HE SUGGESTED THAT THE 
LEADERSHIP SHOULD PRESS HARD NOW TO INSTITUTE AND CARRY 
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OUT ECONOMIC REFORMS. HE UNDERLINED OUR EXPECTATION THAT 
THE NEW LEADERSHIP WOULD NOT DELAY THE SCHEDULED RETURN 
TO CIVILIAN RULE. HE SUGGESTED THAT GHANA'S REPUTATION 
ABROAD WOULD BE ENHANCED IF THOSE DETAINED BY ACHEAMPONG 
AFTER THE REFERENDUM WERE RELEASED PROMPTLY. BENNET 
MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE WAS SUMMARIZING THE VIEWS OF THE 
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DEPARTMENT. QUAISON-SACKEY NOTED, BUT DID NOT COMMENT, 
ON BENNET’S POINTS. 

3. QUAISON-SACKEY WAS VERY POORLY INFORMED ABOUT THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF ACHEAMPONG'S RESIGNATION. BENNET DREW 
ON REF A TO OUTLINE THE FACTS IN OUR POSESSION. QUAISON- 
SACKEY ASKED IF COMMISSIONER FOR FINANCE A. K. APPIAH 
HAD BEEN PRESENT WHEN THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF ACHEAMPONG'S 
RESIGNATION HAD BEEN MADE TO THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS. 

BENNET REPLIED THAT HE DID NOT KNOW, BUT THAT HE THOUGHT 
IT UNLIKELY. (WOULD APPRECIATE CONFIRMATION OF THIS.) 
QUAISON-SACKEY SAID APPIAH'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON AND 
CONVERSATIONS WITH THE IMF "LAST WEEK" HAD BEEN EXTREMELY 
SUCCESSFUL. HE SPECULATED THAT IT HAD BEEN ACHEAMPONG'S 
REFUSAL TO PUT THESE SUGGESTIONS INTO EFFECT THAT HAD 
LED TO DEMANDS FOR HIS RESIGNATION. 

VANCE 
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